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Das Arboretum der Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin ist nach Ludwig Späth benannt, dem 
Eigentümer der später weltgrößten Baumschule. Es wurde im Auftrag seines Sohnes Franz 
Späth 1879 vollendet, angelegt als englischer Landschaftspark nach Plänen von Berlins 
Stadtgartendirektor Gustav Meyer. Seit 1961 gehört das Späth-Arboretum zur Humboldt-
Universität zu Berlin und stellt Pflanzenmaterial für Forschung, akademische Lehre und 
öffentliche Umweltbildung zur Verfügung. Die Sammlungen umfassen 4000 lebende Sippen 
und schließen 1200 verschiedene Gehölze ein, darunter zahlreiche seltene Kultursorten. Das 
Späth-Arboretum der Humboldt-Universität verfolgt gegenwärtig drei Sammlungs-
schwerpunkte: 

1. Aufbau einer umfassenden Forschungssammlung von Farnen der gemäßigten Zonen 
2. Pflanzen von Berlin und Brandenburg für Lehrsammlung und Erhaltungskultur 
3. Erhaltung der historischen Gehölzsammlung und Suche nach weiteren durch L. Späth 

eingeführten oder gezüchteten Arten und Sorten 
 
Humboldt Universität's arboretum is named after Ludwig Späth, owner of what was to 
become the world's largest tree nursery. It was commissioned by his son Franz Späth and 
finished in 1879, landscaped in the English style according to plans by Berlin's Garden 
Director Gustav Meyer. Since 1961 the Späth-Arboretum is part of Humboldt-Universität zu 
Berlin and provides plant material for research, academic teaching and public environmental 
education. The collection’s 4000 living plant taxa include 1200 different woody plants, among 
which there are many rare cultivars. Späth-Arboretum of Humboldt-Universität currently 
pursues three collection priorities: 

1. Establishment of a comprehensive research collection of ferns of the temperate zones 
2. Plants of Berlin and Brandenburg for eduction and conservation 
3. Maintenance of the historic tree collection and search for further cultivars bred or 

species introduced by L. Späth 
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Das Späth-Arboretum ist Mitglied des International Plant Exchange Network (IPEN). 
Späth-Arboretum is a member of IPEN. (http://www.bgci.org/resources/ipen/) 
 
 
Geographische Lage / Geographical position:  52° 27’ N    13° 28’ E 
Höhe über NN / Elevation:     35 m 
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1 
 

Bestellnummer 
 

order number 
 

2 + = Knollen, Pflanzen, Rhizome, Stecklinge, 
Zwiebeln 
 

+ = tubers, plants, rhizomes, cuttings, bulbs 
 

3 Name 
* = im Gewächshaus kultiviert, im Klima Berlins 
vermutlich nicht winterhart 
 

name 
* = glasshouse cultivation, most likely not 
hardy under climatic conditions in Berlin 

4 G = Samen kultivierter Pflanzen 
Z = Samen kultivierter Pflanzen bekannter 
Wildherkunft 
W = Samen vom Wildstandort 
 

G = seeds of cultivated plants 
Z = seeds of cultivated plants of known wild 
origin 
W = seeds collected in the wild 

5 Jahr der Saatguternte 
 

year, in which seeds were collected 
6 IPEN-Nummer, Wildstandort und / oder Garten, 

von welchem wir das Material erhalten haben  
IPEN-number, wild origin and / or garden 
which supplied the material to us 

 























































































Agreement on the supply of living plant material1

for non-commercial purposes
leaving the International Plant Exchange Network (IPEN)

Against the background of the provisions and decisions of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity of 1992 (CBD) and in particular those on access to genetic resources and benefit- 
sharing, Späth-Arboretum of Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin is dedicated to promoting the 
conservation, sustainable use, and research of biological diversity. The arboretum therefore 
expects its partners in acquiring, maintaining, and transferring plant material to always act 
in accordance with the CBD and the Convention on the International Trade in Endangered 
Species (CITES).
The responsibility for legal handling of the plant material passes on to the recipient upon re- 
ceipt of the material. The requested plant material will be supplied to the recipient only on the 
following conditions:

1. Based on this agreement, the plant material is supplied only for non-commercial 
use such as scientific study and educational purposes as well as environmental 
protection. Should the recipient at a later date intend a commercial use or a transfer 
for commercial use, the country of origin‘s prior informed consent (PIC) must 
be obtained in writing before the material is used or transferred. The recipient is 
responsible for ensuring an equitable sharing of benefits.

2. On receiving the plant material, the recipient endeavours to document the received 
plant material, its origin (country of origin, first receiving garden, „donor“ of the 
plant material, year of collection) as well as the acquisition and transfer conditions 
in a comprehensible manner.

3. In the event that scientific publications are produced based on the supplied plant 
material, the recipient is obliged to indicate the origin of the material (the supplying 
garden and if known the country of origin) and to send these publications to the 
garden and to the country of origin without request.

4. On request, the garden will forward relevant information on the transfer of the plant 
material to the body charged with implementing the CBD.

5. The recipient may transfer the received plant material to third parties only under 
these terms and conditions and must document the transfer in a suitable manner.

____________________________________
1 According to the CBD “genetic resources” means genetic material of actual or potential value. This definition covers 
both living and not living material. The Code of Conduct and the IPEN covers only the exchange of living plant 
material (living plants or parts of plants, diaspores) thus falling in the definition of genetic resources.
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